


It was another busy day in MARIN COUNTY, 
where our heroes continue their never-

ending work maintaining the sewer system!

A 
lot of 

people don’t 
realize that 

WTAMC ends up 
dealing with 

everything that 
goes down the 
drain… and we 
mean EVERY-

THING… 

when 
you work 

with waste-
water your 

job is 
never 
done.

LEARN MORE:
SAVRBAY.ORG
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See, all 
the wastewater 

that goes down the 
drain goes through 
the sewer system, 

where it finally ends 
up getting treated 
at the wastewater 
treatment plant –
so that it can be 

safely discharged 
back into the 

S.F. BAY.

harmful 
materials 

are removed at the 
wastewater treatment 

plant. If it wasn’t for the 
treatment plant, the Bay 

would become a very 
unhealthy place, not just 

for the animals that 
live in it, but for us 

as well...

the 
work we do 
protects 

public health 
and the 

environment –
we are the 
defenders 

of the 
Bay!

And if it 
wasn’t for us, 

the wastewater 
would never 
reach the 
treatment 

plant!

But as our heroes work to keep MARIN COUNTY’s 
wastewater moving…lurking below in the dark deep 

depths of the sewers, their nemesis – THE CLOG 
MeiSTER plots a devious plan!

Soon my time 
will come when

 untreated sewage 
will overflow into 

the streets and homes 
of MARIN COUNTY – and 
with those overflows 

will come 

CHAOS!!! 
Ha ha hah!

I have 
gathered a 
team of the 

most powerful 
sewer monsters – 

to make sure 
MARIN COUNTY’s 

wastewater NEVER 
reaches the 
treatment 

plant!



Up first, the F.O.G. Monster...

F.O.G. 
is one of the 

leading causes 
of overflows in 
MARIN COUNTY.

F.O.G. 
Stands for 

Fats, 
Oils and 
Grease!

When 
people pour 
F.O.G. down 

their drains they 
help me grow 
and create 

problems for 
the sewer 
system!

Over time, 
F.O.G. builds 
up, hardens, 
and can even 
block entire 

pipes!

Leading 
to Raw sewage 

overflowing into 
homes, yards, 

streets, 
and parks!

So 
remember, 

when you let 
F.O.G. go down 
the drain you 
are helping 

your old 
buddy...



“And if you think I’m a nuisance, meet 
my partner in sewer sabotage – 

the trash monster! ”

Everyone 
knows a toilet is 

not a trash can, but 
lucky for me there 
are still people who 
flush trash every 

day!

Take 
a look at 

what 
I’m made 

of…

People 
flush all 

kinds of trash 
that they 

shouldn’t and that 
helps me cause 

trouble for 
MARIN COUNTY’s 

sewer 
system…

Q-tips, food 
scraps, sponges, 

diapers, hair, cotton 
balls, kitty litter, 

rags, dental floss, 
facial tissues, tea 
bags, and feminine 
products just to 

name a few!

Remember 
- When you put 
trash down the 
toilet – you are 

helping the



“And if you think trash in your sewer system causes 
problems – meet my right-hand monster-

the wipes monster!”

A lot 
of people 
think it is 
okay to 
flush 
wipes – but the 

truth is it’s 
not – EVEN those 

labeled as 
flushable!!! 

Single-use wet 
wipes of all types 

are my secret 
weapons!!

many so 
called 

“flushable” 
wipes can 

cause harm 
to the sewer 

system

Once a good 
mass of wipes is 

gathered, we 
wreak havoc on 

the sewer 
system, creating 

overflows.
Wipes can 

even weave 
together and 
create giant 

rags which get 
stuck in pumps, 
causing damage 
to equipment at 
the wastewater 

treatment 
plant.

Remember when 
you flush wipes 

including cleaning 
wipes, baby wipes, 
and makeup wipes – 

you help the

Since many 
wipes do not 
break down 
after being 

flushed, 
they help me 

grow, and grow 

...and 
grow!



Phase one-

unleash the F.O.G.
First, the F.O.G. Monster 
will target MARIN COUNTY 
during a Holiday! While 

everyone is cooking their 
holiday food they will 

send us their fats, oils, 
and grease down the drain 
– lots of people put F.O.G. 
down the drain even when 

there isn’t a holiday. 
F.O.G. Monster must save 
every drop that comes 

down the pipes so we can 
make the streets of 

MARIN COUNTY dirty with 
sewage! 

Phase TWO- 
Pile on the trash

Next we will pile on the trash. 
A lot of people in MARIN 

COUNTY think their toilet is a 
trash can. They flush trash 
all the time. We are going 

to gather that trash and make 
a super clog – a clog so big 

that it will create a 
massive overflow!   

Phase three - roll out the wipes!! 
Our last phase will be up to you, Wipes Monster. We 
always get a good supply of wipes! MakeUp wipes, 

cleaning wipes, even babies help us sewer villains out 
when parents flush baby wipes! Once you have stockpiled 
all of the wipes you can find, make the biggest wipe ball 
you can! No letting the sewage slip by! we need to make 

a big clog and thwart the defender’s plans!!

trouble for 3 pronged attack!!
Now 

All of our 
practice is 

finally gonna pay 
off. We will finally 
defeat WTAMC, they 

don’t know who they’re 
dealing with. We are 

everywhere!! 
Now listen carefully 

to our master 
plan to defeat

the... 



The 
holidays 

and family 
gatherings 

are my favorite 
events, with 
everybody 

cooking and 
restaurants 

getting packed 
full of orders, 
even that one 
relative trying 
to deep fry 

a turkey.

Large 
gatherings 
let me grow 
stronger and 
stronger when 
people think 

they can make 
their fats, oils, 

and grease 
disappear 
down the 

drain.

Really 
they are 

only 
making me 

The FOG monster began planning his attack for the holidays
when all of WTAMC was fast asleep. He began gathering all 

the fats, oils, and grease people put down their drains…
wrapping the blobs like a present until it got so big he 

could block the whole pipe!

mmooom? daaaad?

saves the day!

The WTAMC Team uses the 
vaccon to suck out all 
the trapped F.O.G. and 

sewage. which dislodges 
part of the F.O.G. monster.

The FOG monster is no 
match for WTAMC.

YAY!
Thanks for 
saving our 
holiday!

You can do 
your part to 
protect the 

sewers by putting 
cooled Fats, Oils, 

and Grease into the 
green organics bin 
where it will go on 

to create 
compost.

Don’t 
feed the 

F.O.G. 
monster! 

Restaurants 
can help save 

the day by having 
their grease traps 
regularly inspected 
and making sure that 

F.O.G. is hauled 
away. Remem-

ber…even little bits 
of bacon grease 
feed the F.O.G.

monster!



elsewhere...
the trash monster and 
his clog ARE growing 
in the sewers below...

eventually spilling 
garbage and raw sewage

out Onto the streets.

We need all 
available 

personnel at 
once and 
bring…

let’s
do

this.

attention 
all units!

We have a sewer 
overflow that 
looks like it is 

caused by 
flushed 
trash!

whoa!
Watch out!
good thing

we’re wearing
our 

protective
gear!

All 
this trash 
was in the 
sewer, and 

it does 
NOT 

belong 
there!

GAHh!!GAHh!!
my beautiful
garbage!
it’s... it’s..
SHrinking!!

People 
should only put 

the 3 P’s in the 
toilet. Nothing 

else!!! Pee, Poop, 
and Toilet Paper 
are the only things. 
Anything else just 
makes the TRASH 

monster go 
haywire in our 

system.

The rodder gets to work
busting up the garbage clog.



clogs –
expensive –

damage to pump 
stations and the 

wastewater 
treatment plant –
increased rates 
to repair equip-
ment that gets 

damaged!

WTAMC
can’t be 

everywhere
at once!!

team...
we’re lookin

at a huge
clog of wipes.
better roll

out...

I’m made 
up of 

many wipes 
– you can’t 
beat us 

all!

we’ll
see 

about
that

You’ll 
never really 
get rid of me!! 
I’ll just come 

back somewhere 
else in the lines!! 

People will 
always feed 

meeeee...

Every time you 
feed the wipes 

monster, you are 
helping her make 

problems for 
everyone. Wipes are 
not good for the 

Sewer System!

Put wipes 
where they 
belong, in 
the trash!

You 
can help 
us get rid 

of the wipes 
monster 

for 
good!



GRRAAA!!!GRRAAA!!! 
Are you telling me

 that WTAMC stopped 
each of you before 
you could complete 

our plan?” 

We had 
a lot of 

action in the 
sewers today. I 
even saw the 

Trash monster 
who has been 
laying low.

And the 
Wipes 

Monster had 
a makeover 
from last 
time we saw 

her

We were 
attacked on 
all sides! but 
we figured out 
how to defeat 

them.

You 
are our latest 

recruit. You can help 
us every day in 

defending the sewers 
and defending the bay 

by keeping these things 
like, wipes, fats, oils, 

and grease, and 
trash out of the 

pipes by only 
flushing 

the 3 P’s.
Pee, 

Poop, and

Toilet 
Paper

Help 
defend against 
unwanted sewer 

clogs
and You 

to can be 
one of 
the...

Let’s 
keep up our 
preventative 

maintenance So 
we can be one 
step ahead of 
the monsters.



LEARN MORE:
SAVRBAY.ORG

Help Keep FFats, Oils,
and Grease Out of

Your Drain!

COOL IT
CAN IT
COMPOST IT!
Prevent Sewer Backups in 

Your Home, Business  
and Neighborhood

Aerial: of, relating to, or occurring in the air.
Bypass: a channel carrying a fluid around a part  
and back to the main stream.
CCTV: closed-circuit television.
Chaos: a state of utter confusion.
Debris: something discarded like trash.
Devious: deceptive, evil.
Discharged: to unload.
Dislodges: to force out of a secure or settled position.
Easement: an interest in land owned by another that  
entitles its holder to a specific limited use.
Fatbergs: a large mass of fat and solid waste that collects in a sewer system.
Formidable: causing fear or dread.
Gruesome: inspiring horror or repulsion.
Havoc: great confusion and disorder.
Haywire: being out of order or having gone wrong.
Horsetail: a mass of roots.
Inception: an act, process, or instance of beginning.
Lurking: to lie in wait in a place of concealment especially for an evil purpose.
Nemesis: a formidable opponent.
Nuisance: one that is annoying, unpleasant, or obnoxious.
Overflow: to fill a space to capacity and spread beyond its limits.
Phase: a distinguishable part in a course, development, or cycle.
Preventative: devoted to or concerned with preventing  
something from happening
Pump Station: a place where pumps are located  
to lift wastewater to higher elevations.
Recruit: to enlist as a member of an organization.
Rodder: a specialized vehicle that is used to maintain  
the sewer system.
Sewer System: a group of underground  
pipes that carry wastewater.
Stockpiled: a gradually accumulated  
reserve of something.
Thwart: to oppose successfully.
Treatment Plant: a place where sewage  
is cleaned so that it is not harmful or  
dangerous to the environment.
Untreated Sewage: wastewater that has not  
been cleaned at a treatment plant.
VacCon: a specialized vehicle that is used  
to maintain the sewer system.
Villains: a deliberate scoundrel, or criminal.
Wastewater: water that has been used. It includes  
substances such as human waste, food scraps, oils,  
soaps, and chemicals.

*Definitions are from  
  www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary 

GLOSSARY  
OF TERMS



 
 
 

WASTEWATER 100

has over 70 pump stations, 
more than 450 miles of sewer 
pipelines located throughout 

the service area.

88.  
The average  

person flushes  
the toilet  

2,500 times  
per year!

A large mass of roots 
removed from a sewer 
line is called a  
horsetail 

79. An aerial 
pipeline is a 

sewer main that 
crosses creeks 
and streams 

above ground.

71. A single flush 
from a typical modern 
toilet uses between 
1.6 and 3.5 gallons 
of water, while older 
models can use up to 
7 gallons.

33.SASM is made up of 6 Member 
Agencies. They are the City of Mill Valley, 
Tamalpais Community Services District, 
Almonte Sanitary District, Alto Sanitary 
District, Homestead Valley Sanitary District, 

and Richardson Bay Sanitary District. 

20.
WTAMC is an 

acronym  
for the six 

Wastewater 
Treatment 
Agencies 
of Marin 
County.

 SASM has 9 miles of  
sewage pipes, 3.5 miles  

of force mains and  
6 pump stations.

Central Marin Sanitation Agency  
(CMSA)

Novato Sanitary District  
(NSD)

Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District  
(LGVSD)

Sewerage Agency of Southern Marin  
(SASM)

Sausalito Marin City Sanitary District  
(SMCSD)

Sanitary District No. 5 of Marin County  
(SD5)

WTAMC is made up of 6 Marin 
County Wastewater Treatment 

Plants. They are:

SD5 has 
24 pump 

stations, two 
treatment 
plants and  

34 miles of 
sewer lines.

NSD was chartered in 1925, 
has  39 pump stations, over 

235 miles of sewer pipelines  

& an 800-acre reclamation facility.

SMCSD 
has 10 pump stations, 
maintains four pump 

stations for the 
City of Sausalito 
and 20 miles of 
sewer pipelines. 

44. Fatbergs are rock-like masses of 
waste matter found in a sewer system 
formed by the combination of fats, 
oils, and grease and non-flushable 
materials such as wet wipes and rags.

Marin County created 

Sanitary District #5 on 

March 22, 1922. Sanitary 

District #5’s main function was 

garbage collection until the late 

1940’s when the effect of dump-

ing untreated sewage into the 

bay became a topic of interest.

55. 

The amount of 
wastewater  

discharged daily 
from the 6 waste-
water treatment 

agencies of Marin 
County can fill 
232 Million 
soda bottles

(16 oz. size)

because the  
mass of debris  
often resembles  
a horse’s tail. LEARN MORE:

SAVRBAY.ORG

100.  
CMSA is a Joint Powers 
Agency formed in 1979 
comprised of San Rafael 

Sanitary District, Ross Valley 
Sanitary District, Sanitary 
District No. 2 and the City 

of Larkspur. CMSA became 
operational in January 

1985.

59. Toilet Paper Waste: If you lined up 
the toilet paper used by the average person 
each year, it would stretch about 30 feet! 
That’s a lot of paper going down the drain!

CMSA

LGVSD 
has  

28 pump  stations, 105 miles of 
sewer  pipelines.


